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the Jews would have been justified in crucifying* our
Lord for     raising a tumult among the people/'

What, therefore, the Pope intends to condemn is not
the principle that no penalties are to be inflicted on
false religions, but the principle that there is no reason
for punishing them, except on purely political reasons.
The desirableness or wrongness of inflicting punishment
is therefore not the point contemplated in the con-
demnation. The point is the reason alleged for the
punishment. All that is Affirmed is that the truth or
falsity of an opinion is to be taken into account, not the
perturbation of the public peace. It would still be
perfectly competent to anyone to hold that it would
be best to let opinions alone, and that more mischief
than good would issue from their suppression. This I
believe to be the key to the interpretation of the whole
Syllabus ; it is the broad, sweeping indifferentism of
the opinions which is aimed at. Thus one opinion is
condemned for affirming that we may have a good hope
of the salvation of all persons, whatever religion they
profess. What is aimed at here is the universality, or
rather universalism, of the proposition. Again, it is
forbidden to affirm that it is worthy of praise that any
religion whatever should be permitted to immigrants
into a Catholic state. There again the universality of
the assertion is condemned ; again, not the freedom of
the Press, but the freedom of giving utterance to all
thoughts and to all opinions whatever they may be is
condemned.

In every case the condemnation falls on the assertion
of universal abstract right. I cannot help thinking
that all who believe in one definite ascertainable truq
revelation must heartily join with the Pope in this
matter, nor do I think that the Syllabus proves that
supposing Catholics got the upper hand they would
impose penalties on other religions. Hereditary heretics
are in a very different position from heresiarchs, attd
it would be manifestly unjust to treat them *n thte
same way.                                                                .

I must beg your Lordship's pardon for the length of
this letter. I was anxious, however, to lose TO time
in giving you what I consider the key to the Syllabus,
It is a protest in favour of truth against indifferentism *